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Missing Children:
Information Parents Should Have

Everyday, in the U.S., police departments take
reports about missing children. One child is
missing every 40 seconds. Every year:
 450,000 children run away,
 300,000 children are taken
away by family members, and
 more than 58,000 children
are taken by non-family
members.

Parents must be very
careful about keeping their
children safe. They must also be
prepared in case their child becomes
missing. Police need complete information – fast –
when trying to find a missing child. Law
enforcement and parents must work together
closely.
Helpful information includes:
z Recent photograph.
z Dental chart completed by the child’s
dentist.
z A lock of hair for DNA. (Hair must have
roots attached.) Keep in a baggie.
z Personal information: child’s name,
nickname, address, social security number,
names and phone numbers of close family
and relatives, date of birth and age.
z Medical Information: blood type, glasses,
medications, phone numbers of child’s
doctor and dentist.

z Physical information: height and weight, eye

color, hair color, birthmarks, scars, moles,
previous broken bones.
z Other information: hand preference (left or
right), swimming skills, physical handicaps,
unusual habits and speech defects.
z Fingerprints: use a finger print kit or an ink
pad and paper. Make a print of the child’s
thumb. Practice a few times. The center of
the fingerprint must be clear and not
smudged. Put the ink pad on a flat surface.
Hold the child’s right thumb rigid. Lightly
place thumb on the pad. Then lightly apply
the thumb to the paper. Do not roll the
thumb.
Update your child’s records as they grow. Always
have a recent picture. Fingerprints never change.
For those parents who have recently had a baby,
the hospital may have sent home a sample of the
baby’s DNA. If so, keep the DNA sample with the
rest of the child’s information.
If your child disappears, call your local police
department immediately. Have the above
information ready. Stay calm. You can help. Write
down as many details as you can remember:

•
•
•
•

What was the child wearing?
Was he with a friend?
What were his plans for the day?
Last time you talked to her.
Follow the directions from the police. Time is
critical when a child is missing. Be prepared.

For more details and information, log onto http://www.missingkids.com

Call the Parent Help Line. We listen. We can find you help.
544-5808 or 1-888-727-5889 from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. , 7 days a week.
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