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ST. JOHN’S HOSPITAL DESIGNATED A BLUE DISTINCTION CENTER
FOR SPINE SURGERY/KNEE AND HIP REPLACEMENT
SPRINGFIELD -- Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Illinois has designated St. John’s Hospital as a
Blue Distinction Center for Spine Surgery and Knee and Hip Replacement. Blue Distinction
Centers for Knee and Hip Replacement are part of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association’s
®

expansion of its Blue Distinction designation. This is the first time Blue Cross has set
measurement criteria as value-based.
“This designation underscores St. John’s ongoing commitment to providing high quality,
comprehensive medical care to our orthopedic patients,” said Tommy Ibrahim, MD, Chief
Physician Executive, St. John’s Hospital.
The selection criteria used to evaluate facilities were developed with input from a panel of
expert physicians. To be designated as a Blue Distinction Center for Knee and Hip Replacement,
the following types of criteria were evaluated. More information on selection criteria is available
on www.bcbs.com:


Established acute care inpatient facility, including intensive care, emergency care,
and a full range of patient support services with full accreditation by a CMSdeemed national accreditation organization



Experience and training of program surgeons, including case volume



Quality management programs, including surgical checklists as well as tracking
and evaluation of clinical outcomes and process of care



Multi-disciplinary clinical pathways and teams to coordinate and streamline care,
including transitions of care



Shared decision making and preoperative patient education

The Blue Distinction designation is awarded by the Blue Cross and Blue Shield companies to
medical facilities that have demonstrated expertise in delivering quality
(more)

ADD1
health care in the areas of bariatric surgery, cardiac care, complex and rare cancers, knee and hip
®

replacement, spine surgery and transplants. The program is part of The Blues efforts to
collaborate with physicians and medical facilities to improve the overall quality and safety of
specialty care.
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ABOUT HOSPITAL SISTERS HEALTH SYSTEM
Hospital Sisters Health System is a Roman Catholic health care mission founded to continue the healing ministry of
Jesus Christ. Sponsored by the Hospital Sisters of St. Francis, HSHS provides state-of-the-art health care framed in
traditional values taught by St. Francis and St. Clare of Assisi. It is dedicated to serving all people, including the
poor and the needy, at each of its 13 Local Systems in Illinois (Belleville, Breese, Decatur, Effingham, Highland,
Litchfield, Springfield and Streator) and in Wisconsin (Chippewa Falls, Eau Claire, Sheboygan and two in Green
Bay). For more information about HSHS, visit www.hshs.org.
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